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STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers

LITTLE SHOP
OF HORRORS
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
BOOK AND LYRICS BY HOWARD ASHMAN
MUSIC BY ALAN MENKEN
DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY DONNA FEORE

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Suitable for Grade 8 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY FOR STUDENTS
Explores mature themes, including domestic abuse/violence against 
women. Includes coarse language.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
April 29; May 3, 7, 9, 17, 21, 24, 27; June 5, 11, 13*, 18; September 4, 13, 
20, 24; October 3, 8, 11, 16, 22. 

* = Performance starts at 12:30 p.m.

ABOUT THE MUSICAL
This is a horror-comedy rock musical based on Roger Corman’s 1960 
low-budget, black-comedy horror film The Little Shop of Horrors, with 
screenplay by Charles Griffith. The music is in the style of early 1960s 
rock and roll, doo-wop and early Motown.

SYNOPSIS
Mushnik’s Skid Row Flower Shop business is failing. Mushnik has two 
assistants: nerdy Seymour who is secretly in love with Audrey, the other 
assistant, who is an abusive relationship with Orin, a sadistic dentist. 
In an attempt to bring in customers and to prevent the shop from 
closing, Seymour shows Mushnik a strange and interesting plant he has 
named Audrey Two. Once the plant is displayed in the window that day, 
customers are immediately drawn to the store and start to buy fl owers. 
That evening Seymour is left alone to take care of the plant, which 
suddenly looks unhealthy. To his shock and horror, the only thing that 
revives the plant and make it grow is blood – human blood!

The thriving plant turns the store into a business success. Seymour 
has been pricking his finger to feed the growing Audrey Two, but 
he is growing weak. Again, the plant starts to wilt and suddenly 
speaks: “Feed me!” Audrey Two promises Seymour fame and fortune 
in exchange for feeding him humans. Seymour has qualms about 
this, but Audrey Two points out that some people deserve to die. As 

Orin becomes more and more abusive toward the human Audrey, 
Seymour decides to kill Orin for plant food. Seymour goes to Orin’s 
office intending to shoot him, but he is unable to pull the trigger. The 
nitrous-addicted Orin pulls on a laughing gas mask to get high and 
when he cannot remove it, he laughs himself to death by asphyxiation, 
giving Seymour what he set out to get.

The flower shop is booming and with Orin’s sudden disappearance, 
Seymour finds the courage to tell Audrey how he feels, and the two 
embrace. Meanwhile, Mushnik becomes suspicious, suspects Seymour 
and confronts him. Mushnik threatens to take him to the police. 
Seymour tricks Mushnik into the jaws of a waiting Audrey Two. Despite 
Seymour’s soaring good fortune, he now has doubts about Audrey 
Two and plots to destroy it. However, before he can put his plan into 
action, Audrey Two mortally wounds Audrey. Audrey tells Seymour to 
feed her dead body to the plant so she can become a part of it and 
they will always be together. Seymour is shattered, but does so. 

Suddenly he realizes that Audrey Two is planning to conquer the 
world. He tries to kill Audrey Two, but he is too late and is eaten by the 
plant. Audrey Two sprouts flowers with the faces of the dead victims – 
they warn the audience not to feed the plants!



CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
GLOBAL COMPETENCIES: 
• Creativity

• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness

• Communication 

• Collaboration 

• Critical Thinking

GRADES 8–12: 
• Language Arts/English (listening to understand, speaking to 

communicate, reading for meaning), 

• Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art

GRADES 8-12:
• Health and PE (warning signs, consequences, assessing situations for 

potential danger, impact of violent behaviours, relationships – skills 
and strategies, responding to bullying/harassment/abuse, conflict with 
oneself and with others, responding to challenges involving substance 
abuse or addiction, making safer choices)

GRADE 11: 
• Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology 

(explaining human mental processes and behaviour, socialization)

• Gender Studies (power relations, sex, and gender, gender-based 
violence and its prevention)

• Equity, Diversity and Social Justice (power relations, social 
awareness and individual action)

• Dynamics of Human Relationships (personal well-being, self-concept, 
self-esteem, healthy relationships, making decisions)

GRADE 12: 
• Challenge and Change in Society (social deviance)

THEMES
• Morality and Idealism: Making Choices, Deciding What Is Good, 

Exploring Systems of Injustice, Navigating Greed, Pursuing One’s 
Dreams

• Power: Bullying, Predation, Abuse and Self-Worth

• Love: Healthy Relationships, Desire and Belonging, Innocence, 
Sacrifice and Heroism

• Exploring Genre: Comedy, Parody and Horror

CLASSROOM WARM-UP
BEFORE THE SHOW: 
1. Inform the students that this rock musical uses a variety of styles: 

R&B, gospel, rock and roll, ’50s doo-wop, ’60s girl groups and 
Jewish klezmer music. 

2. Individually cut up the names of the musical styles and place them 
in a hat.

3. Divide the class into six groups and have each group draw a style 
and do some research about their genre. Prompting questions to 
help the students begin their research:

a. What is the origin of this music?

b. What other styles may have influenced this genre?

c. What types of instruments are typically used for this  
music?

d. Who are some of the artists who have made this style of  
music so popular?

e. Why was this style of music so popular at the time?

4. Allow sufficient time for gathering the information and rehearsing  
each group’s presentation.

5. Upon completion, have each group present their findings to the 
rest of the class, incorporating an audio or video example of that 
musical style.

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS: 
1. What did you find the most interesting about these various 

musical styles?

2. How do you imagine all these styles will be incorporated into Little 
Shop of Horrors? 

3. Why do you think the composer, Alan Menken, and the lyricist, 
Howard Ashman, chose these musical styles to create a 
horror-comedy rock musical?

ENRICHMENT
Study Guide available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling 
the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be arranged by 
calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

CONNECT WITH US THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA:
facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Production support is generously provided by Mary Ann & Robert Gorlin
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