7ra OV 55 Queen Street | P.O. Box 520 | Stratford ON | NSA 6V2 Canada
519.271.4040 | box office 1.800.567.1600

VAL stratfordfestival.ca
Charitable registration #11920 0103 RRO002

2026 Collaborative Workshop Descriptions

11 a.m.-noon before selected student matinees | $10/student (plus tax)

Participate in dynamic pre-show workshops designed to deepen your students’ engagement with the
performance. Depending on the size of your group, your students may get to learn
alongside those from other schools.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

May 5, 6, June 25

This workshop invites students to engage with A Midsummer Night’s Dream in active, imaginative and
personally meaningful ways. Using excerpts of text from this production, this workshop includes an
introduction to some of the key characters and themes in A Midsummer Night’s Dream including: home
and belonging, love and relationships, the power of playmaking, conflict and resolution, and self-
determination.

Guys and Dolls

April 22, 29, May 6,12, 20, 21, June 4, 9, 18, 23, 24, Sept. 15, 23, Oct. 6, 15, 16, 22, 23, 27, 30

This active workshop invites students to learn and perform step-by-step choreography from Guys and
Dolls. This workshop also includes a short Q&A with the artists at the end.

The Hobbit

April 22, May 15, June 24, 26, Sept. 17, 18, 24

This workshop invites students to explore the world of The Hobbit through a series of questions and
dramatic exercises focused on the show’s key characters and themes including: understanding
difference, fellowship and unity, home and belonging, courage, and power and consequences.

Something Rotten!

May 19, June 19, Sept. 16, Oct. 9

This active workshop invites students to learn and perform step-by-step choreography from Something
Rotten! This workshop also includes a short Q&A with the artists at the end.

Othello

June 3

This workshop invites students to engage with Othello in active, imaginative and personally meaningful
ways. Using excerpts of text from this production, this workshop includes an introduction to some of the
key characters and themes in Othello including: racism, misogyny, deceit and manipulation, love and
hate, honour and reputation.

The Tempest

May 1, 8, 13, June 16, 25, 26, Sept. 17, 18, 22, Oct. 7, 13

This workshop invites students to engage with The Tempest in active, imaginative and personally
meaningful ways. Using excerpts of text from this production, this workshop includes an introduction to
some of the key characters and themes in The Tempest including: reconciliation, the magic of nature,
the power of theatre, control and freedom, and hope for the future.



